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PREMIER’S STATEMENT 
Consideration - Motion 

Resumed from 8 March on the following question - 

That the Premier’s Statement be noted. 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin - Deputy Leader of the National Party) [10.42 am]:  I will continue my 
comments from where I left off last night.  I was talking about my electorate of Wagin and particularly about 
health services.  I take the opportunity to congratulate Tim Shackleton, manager of the wheatbelt health service, 
and Mr Keith Symes of the great southern health service for their cooperation.  From their point of view there 
has been a turnaround in health services.  There were some problems in those areas, but there appears to be a 
pretty good attitude coming out of there now; we have been able to achieve some positive things.  I am very 
grateful to those two guys.  I will briefly skip through health services because, as the Nationals’ health 
spokesman, I will have more opportunity to go into them in detail as the year goes on.  Mental health is an 
ongoing issue, of which every member of this chamber is aware.  I am very concerned about the pressures and 
stresses that workers are under in the mental health area in country Western Australia.  I want to ensure that 
those people do not become victims of the very illness from which they are trying to protect people.   

I want to talk about the patient assisted travel scheme, which the Leader of the Opposition raised in his address.  
Last year the Nationals raised problems with PATS.  All country members deal with PATS on a regular basis.  
We raised issues about increases in fuel prices, and the minister raised the PATS fuel subsidy from 13c to 15c.  
However, the Nationals believe that the PATS claims process should be faster.  We would like to see the 
introduction of prepaid subsidies to assist people who do not have the wherewithal to meet travel costs, 
particularly the cost of travel to Perth to consult a specialist.  The current fuel subsidy should be increased - 
perhaps up to 20c - to make it equitable in light of the current fuel prices.  The accommodation rate should also 
be increased from the current $35 a night for commercial accommodation and $10 a night for private 
accommodation. 

I will now mention a couple of issues that I raised with the Minister for Health last year.  One of those issues was 
the closure of the mobile blood bank service.  We will be pursuing that issue again this year.  People are still 
being asked to donate blood when blood supplies in this state are at a critically low level.  However, people in 
country Western Australia cannot donate blood because the facilities are not available.  That is a matter that we 
need to address.  Another issue was preventive health.  We talk a lot about preventive health.  I am a great 
supporter of preventive health and keeping people at home wherever possible.  The well men’s clinics and the 
well women’s clinics in country Western Australia are a fantastic way of helping to prevent further health 
problems.  Those clinics are very successful.  However, the Kojonup well women’s clinic has ceased operation, 
for the sake of about $3 500, because a female doctor from the Royal Flying Doctor Service visits the town on an 
occasional basis.  However, the town still needs a well women’s clinic, and we will continue to press for that.   

Last night in my speech I spoke about bush change and about how an increasing number of people are moving to 
country Western Australia.  If country Western Australia is to accommodate those people successfully, the health 
services in country towns must keep pace with the increase in the population.  Dental services is another 
important issue.  The dentist in Wagin, who works three days a week in Wagin and two days a week in the 
government dental clinic in Rockingham, has highlighted to me the disadvantages that exist for people in country 
Western Australia.  That is another problem that we need to fix.  If I get the opportunity, I will also be raising 
that matter with the Minister for Health, probably in a grievance.   

Education is very important to all of us.  In my region it is no different.  Teacher permanency is an issue that I 
have raised time and again.  I first raised this issue with the then Minister for Education and Training, and now 
Premier, in November 2002.  I gave the example of a teacher who has not attained permanency and who fills in 
for a permanent teacher for 18 months.  I then raised the problem that if that temporary position then becomes 
permanent, the 18 months that the teacher has spent in that position is not recognised in helping that teacher gain 
permanency; the teacher must teach for another three years to gain permanency.  The Hansard shows that at the 
time the minister agreed with me and said that he would raise the matter with the Department of Education and 
Training and get the situation changed.  However, it has not been changed.  Teachers are still not given 
recognition for that service.   

Earlier this year I raised with the Minister for Education and Training, Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich, my concern that 
we should be making better use of our district high schools.  Many of the district high schools have low student 
numbers, so the excellent facilities that they provide are not being utilised fully.  Now that the school leaving age 
has been raised to 16 this year, and to 17 next year, we have an opportunity to utilise these district high schools 
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to teach the theory side of apprenticeships and traineeships so that young country people can stay in their towns.  
The young lads in Darkan who are doing traineeships and apprenticeships can do their practical training in 
Darkan, but at present they need to go to Bunbury and other places to do the theory.  Surely in raising the school 
leaving age, and in seeking to connect businesses and TAFE to enable children to stay in education in years 11 
and 12, we should be making better use of the facilities in the district high schools.  I have received a positive 
response from the minister, and she has requested the director of retention and transition program 
implementation to visit me so that we can take this matter further.  I have also raised this matter with my local 
education director, Jan Workman, and she endorses this program.  That is another matter that we will keep 
pursuing.   

Agricultural colleges is another critical issue in country education, particularly now that the school leaving age 
has been raised.  Some of the children who will now be required to stay at school in years 11 and 12 will not 
want to be at school but may not be able to find other opportunities.  The agricultural colleges could be used to 
pick up some of those children.  Narrogin Agricultural College is a very progressive agricultural college.  It 
currently has 147 students.  It is running a fantastic scheme through which 30 of the students at Kulin District 
High School are doing programs through Narrogin Agricultural College.  It also has 17 students who are doing 
courses via Curtin University.  Narrogin Agricultural College finished in the top 10 vocational education and 
training schools in two of the past four or five years.  It has had two Beazley Medal winners in the past three 
years.  It is an excellent educational centre.  The problem is that it had to turn people away this year; it did not 
have enough room for any more students, and those numbers will grow.  Under successive governments, both 
the current and previous governments, it has been trying to improve its facilities.  It has reached a critical stage. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  It is very important.  There is a real opportunity for this government to do something 
with our agricultural colleges.  The Nationals, along with the college and its parents and citizens association, 
which have highlighted this issue with me, will push the minister.  We have an opportunity to expand that great 
facility to help with the government’s raising of the school leaving age.  The Nationals support the raising of the 
school leaving age, but the government must provide both financial and staffing resources, as well as appropriate 
facilities; otherwise there will be a big problem at the college.  It will not be able to give these children the 
education that it says they must have.  We must pursue this matter.   

The issue of school buses has been covered in the Parliament this week.  We must get the school bus system 
right.  It is ridiculous at the moment that some school bus contractors have paid for buses that they have not been 
able to use until today, now that the minister has enabled those contractors to use them.  Testing facilities must 
be put in place so that seatbelts can be installed in the buses.   

I will make a comment about the single desk and orderly marketing in Western Australia.  It is a huge issue.  I 
wish to record in my speech that I fully support the single-desk, orderly wheat marketing system.  I think it 
should be retained.  However, the whole AWB Ltd saga has not been good and it concerns me.  It is an ongoing 
issue that is unfolding.  I do not want to pre-empt any findings of the Cole royal commission, but it greatly 
concerns me; I think it concerns everyone.  I feel that our farmers require the retention of the single desk.  It may 
take a different form, but the retention of the single desk will ensure that we have wonderful quality wheat in 
Australia.  Quality is our key, and we must ensure that our quality is protected.  We must ensure that we retain 
the markets to sell our wheat to.  Almost 80 per cent of growers support the retention of the single-desk, orderly 
marketing system.  There may well be a change in the structure and how it is run.  I am sure that, as a result of 
the Cole royal commission, the federal government will obviously look at that issue.   

I will talk briefly about tourism because tourism is growing in country WA.  The movement to country WA is 
opening up more opportunities, and those opportunities are being taken up.  We are coordinating tourism 
opportunities a lot better.  For instance, today I am off to the Wagin Woolorama, a huge regional event that 
creates great opportunities for tourism.  The multicultural festival was held in Katanning and was attended by 
people of many different races.  That was a fantastic effort.  We also have the Marribank art, which members 
would have read a lot about.  It is another fantastic drawcard in the region.  The spring festival is held in 
Narrogin.  I am not a petrolhead, but the people who run the Narrogin RevHeads weekend are fantastic.  The 
proceeds from the weekend help benefit groups within the community.  We also have the Williams expo, the 
Dumbleyung Bluebird Festival and the Collie-Darkan Rail Trail, which the member for Collie-Wellington and I 
opened last year.  They are fantastic tourism initiatives in our region.  We are looking at a dairy and cheese 
factory in the area to complement the growing number of wineries.  It is very positive.   

I will mention the Lake Grace flood.  Lake Grace is not in my electorate, but a lot of people who live on the edge 
of my electorate were affected by it.  The Leader of the Nationals and I visited the area and saw the damage and 
spoke to people.  I know that other members of the chamber visited the area.  I know that there is federal funding 
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for the disaster area and the initial state government package, but more needs to be done.  I am told that this was 
a one in 500 year event.  Businesses in the area are suffering through no fault of their own.  When traffic cannot 
get in or out on the main road, trucking businesses and roadhouses suffer.  I note with interest that compensation 
will be paid to businesses that are being affected by the construction of the southern railway.  There is a case for 
these businesses in Lake Grace.  No doubt the member for Roe is also aware of that.  We need a fund of some 
sort to address immediately some of these issues, although I admit that the criteria would be tricky.  I have 
spoken to the office of the Minister for Agriculture and Food about this, and we should pursue it as a Parliament.   

I am really concerned about road safety.  A double fatality occurred just outside of Narrogin last week, and a 
young man from Narrogin also lost his life in the accident in Midland involving a train.  This brings the issue 
home.  It is something I have talked about quite often, and it really hits home when I talk to the people involved.  
In association with the Road Safety Council, I will be running a road safety forum in my electorate in June, 
which will involve the input of local people.  The Road Safety Council tries to do the right thing, and I know 
Grant Dorrington very well.  However, I have an issue with the council.  The local Rotary club in Kojonup 
subsidises advanced training courses for kids in their first year of driving once they get their licences.  It is a 
fantastic scheme, but the organisers tried to get some funding, and were told by the Road Safety Council that the 
program was not worthy of assistance.  That sends a terrible signal to the people who are trying to do something 
to help keep young kids alive and prevent serious injury.  The Road Safety Council needs to have a good look at 
that aspect, and the organisers of the Kojonup program, Grant Dorrington and I will be meeting on that issue.   

In the limited time I have left, I will talk briefly about sport and recreation.  A new minister has been appointed 
to that portfolio and I congratulate the member for Nollamara on his new role.  I will talk to him more about that 
matter.  We greatly underestimate the value of sport and recreation.  We talk about lots of things in this house, 
including leadership and self-esteem.  Sport and recreation is an area in which young people learn leadership.  It 
is not the sole area, as service clubs, church groups and scout troops all play similar roles.  We talk about 
preventive health measures, but preventive mental, physical and social health is right there in front of our eyes.  I 
was keen to have the sport and recreation portfolio if the opposition were elected to government, and someone 
asked my why I did not go for something more important.  I said that this area is very important, and I rate it 
very highly.  I know I have a sporting background and I am biased, but the longer I live and the longer I work 
with young people, the more value I see in sport and recreation, along with other community groups, clubs and 
organisations.  One thing about kids is the need for self-esteem, and once young people realise that they rely on 
others, and that others rely on them, they gain respect and self-esteem.  We talk about leadership courses, but 
leadership is not just about being captain or chairman all the time; it is about people standing up and taking that 
role when it counts.  Sport plays a very important role, and I will be pursuing sporting issues with the new 
minister.  I am happy to support him whenever I can, and take him to task from time to time.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Well said, and I look forward to your involvement.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  No worries.  

I want to talk about my home town of Kojonup, and the satellite town of Jingalup.  The reason I often talk about 
Jingalup is that it often brings me back to reality when I think about it.  I was back in Jingalup recently.  Funding 
had been obtained to turn the old school into a golf club.  The previous golf club is no longer there, and the 
locals raised some money and got a grant from Lotterywest, which I appreciate, and they have now moved the 
old school down to the tennis club.  That has now become a community focus, for twenty-first birthday parties, 
meetings, social events, and the Australia Day celebrations.  I congratulate that little community, which typifies 
what communities in Western Australia, whether in the city or the country, are all about.  We need to remember 
to encourage those people in the community who are trying to help in their own small way.  They are so 
important, so let us not forget about them.   

Finally, I will talk about the review of the Fire and Emergency Services Authority of Western Australia by the 
Community Development and Justice Committee, which held a hearing in Kojonup.  The Kojonup volunteer 
bush fire brigade made it very clear that we must leave responsibility for tackling bushfires very much in the 
local area.  FESA and the country bush fire brigades working together is effective; I saw it happen at Kukerin.  It 
has been made clear that it worked brilliantly in the Kukerin fires, and that should still happen.   

The state is in a great economic position.  There is a boom.  We must make sure that we utilise the money 
correctly and recognise all areas of the state.  I reiterate and highlight that inland country Western Australia is 
also a very important area.  I have talked about the move towards inland country WA.  We must provide the 
necessary services and the infrastructure to support that move, because if we do not do that, some of the 
initiatives put forward by the government, such as raising the school leaving age and encouraging industry to 
move to the country, will not succeed, which will be to the detriment of not only those regions, but also country 
WA as a whole.  Finally, it is a great privilege for me to again represent the people in the electorate of Wagin. 
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DR J.M. EDWARDS (Maylands) [11.01 am]:  I am pleased to be able to participate in the debate on the reply 
to the Premier’s Statement.  I will start by congratulating the Premier on his appointment.  The member for 
Willagee will undoubtedly make a great Premier of this great state.  I am delighted he is in that position.  I 
congratulate him and wish him all the best.  I would also like to reflect briefly on Geoff Gallop’s legacy.  I think 
Geoff Gallop was a man of great integrity in this house.  He served us all well as Leader of the Opposition and as 
the member for Victoria Park and he was an excellent Premier.  He had a very proud record of achievement 
during his five years as Premier.  I am full of admiration for the way in which he announced his decision to step 
down from that position.  I wish him and Bev and his family all the best in the near future and in the long term.   

In his own statement two days ago, the Premier commented on the unpredictable nature of politics and life.  I 
certainly agree with that, following unpredictable events that have happened in my life during the past year, 
which led me to my own very personal decision to stand down from the cabinet but to continue as the member 
for Maylands.  That is a decision I am very pleased with.  I had been wanting to spend more time with my son, 
who was here yesterday, and I am delighted with the way events have unfolded. 

In my speech I would like to take a few moments to thank the countless people who have supported me, 
particularly over the past five years: the staff in my ministerial office, the staff in government departments, the 
members of various organisations and groups whose lives mine has intersected with over the past five years.  In 
some way there can be nothing better than to be in opposition and formulate policy and look at what is needed 
and to then have the privilege of coming to government and being able to carry out those policies.  I am very 
fortunate to have had a long time in opposition and then five years as a minister, during which time I was able to 
implement policies, such as our policy of stopping logging in old-growth forests; toughen up the Environmental 
Protection Act; put in place a new environmental enforcement unit; introduce into this chamber new legislation 
for the Swan River; and put through contaminated sites legislation.  I look forward to the Premier and the new 
Minister for the Environment carrying on that agenda.  I am delighted with the changes that the Premier alluded 
to in his speech two days ago when he spoke about further environmental legislation, which I led to a certain 
stage of development and which will be introduced into this chamber in the next year or so. 

As the Minister for the Environment, though, a number of things particularly touched my heart.  It is a pity the 
member for Wagin is not in the chamber, because one of those matters dealt with the farm water grants and the 
rural water scheme.  Having grown up on a farm that did not have access to scheme water, I was really able to 
see the merits of getting more funding for that scheme.  In fact, nothing touched my heart more than the opening 
of some of those very small schemes that I knew would make a great difference to the quality of life for people 
in the regions.   

I feel very fortunate to have had the opportunity to serve this state for five years as a minister.  For personal 
reasons that needed to change.  I now look forward to continuing to be a very strong and vigorous member for 
Maylands.  On that note, I will briefly raise some issues of great concern in my electorate.  My first concern is 
the John Forrest Senior High School, which is in desperate need of refurbishment.  For the past year I have been 
jumping up and down about conditions in this school, which came into the electorate of Maylands following the 
redistribution that came into effect early in 2005.  I am delighted that $1 million worth of work is going on, but 
some of the money that is being spent is not totally obvious because the maintenance need is very big.   

This year there is a new principal at John Forrest Senior High School.  There has been a series of excellent 
principals, but they have been so highly regarded that they have been whisked off to do other tasks or moved 
sideways and upwards.  I am delighted that we have a substantive new principal in position whom I look forward 
to working very closely with to get some of these maintenance issues in the school addressed.  Although 
$800 000 is being spent on the new roof for the school - it does look good and it will have a good impact - we 
have an urgent need for new toilets and many of the ceilings need replacing.  In the past 18 months, the entire 
school has had a power upgrade.  One of the problems we all face as members is that none of these jobs comes 
cheaply.  For example, the power upgrade cost $120 000 and the roof replacement cost $800 000.  It is easy to 
see that with bills like that, although $1 million is a fantastic sum of money, it disappears very quickly in the 
maintenance work that needs to be done.  I look forward to seeing new toilets in the schools very soon.  It is a 
shame I have to talk about toilets, but something so fundamental really affects students’ attitudes when they go 
to school.   
For the past three years we have had a new primary school in Maylands in my electorate.  This opened as a result 
of closing two schools - the Maylands Primary School and the East Maylands Primary School.  We were very 
fortunate that East Maylands had a large campus and the new school was able to be built there.  In its first year 
of operation last year some of the staff said that it seemed as though the students had really changed.  The 
students have not changed.  We have moved from a heritage-listed school that was more than 100 years old.  We 
have taken students from two schools and put them in a brand-new school.  The results are startling.  The 
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students are happy and they participate in lots of really good activities.  Whilst physical surroundings are not 
everything, in many ways they can help, and in this case they appear to help with the quality of education.   
The second issue I want to raise concerning my electorate relates to the Western Power poles in Bayswater.  In 
late 2004, Western Power approached the City of Bayswater regarding a 132-kilovolt underground transmission 
cable from Grand Promenade in Bedford to Drake Street in Bayswater.  The cable would interconnect two 
transmission lines in the area and is part of a project to improve the capacity and the security of supply in some 
of the northern suburbs, in particular, in my local area.  Obviously, we are very pleased with the activity of 
Western Power in improving security in the area and we are delighted that most of the work is being done 
underground.  In January 2005, the City of Bayswater gave this project its blessing but attached some conditions 
to that approval.  It wanted the cable installed in the verge rather than under the road.  It commented on the 
nature of the boring to be done and the traffic management.  Its most important condition was the fourth one - 
that Western Power undertake thorough public consultation with the adjoining residents about, in particular, 
where the transition structure will be located.  The transition structure is what I am talking about.  There was 
meant to be a single pole where the underground cable came up from underground and connected with the 
overhead cables.  We will now have two poles, which is causing significant concern for the local residents.   
The major issue is that some sort of profound breakdown occurred in communication.  The City of Bayswater 
informed local residents of its discussions with Western Power.  I have a copy of the brief letter that the council 
sent to residents at the end of January 2005 informing it of the notice from Western Power and that work would 
be done in the second half of last year.  Western Power claims that it consulted local residents and did some 
doorknocking and that people were aware of this issue.  It claimed that, in particular, people living near the 
recently constructed 19-metre tower pole knew that it was about to be erected.  However, Western Power has 
acknowledged that during their doorknocking its officers did not leave any sort of visiting card when people 
were not home.  The most affected residents do not recall a Western Power person knocking on their doors.  
Residents are now angry because they believe they were not properly consulted about the matter.  A number of 
them must tolerate a very tall, 19-metre tower pole literally in their backyards that is causing overshadowing and 
many other concerns.  In addition, the City of Bayswater has now identified that the pole that was constructed 
differs from the type of pole that was agreed between Western Power and the City of Bayswater engineers.  I 
have been taking up these issues with both Western Power and the city.  The city is paying great attention to 
these matters and doing what it can.  However, to date I have not had satisfactory answers from Western Power.  
Last week I contacted the Minister for Energy.  I will now seek his intercession in the matter to get a better 
outcome for the residents.  Clearly, with good consultation, many of these problems would have been overcome; 
for example, the pole could be better screened, which the residents would like to see happen.  That could have 
been discussed and resolved.  Residents have concerns about potential health impacts arising from the 
construction of the pole.  I have followed this through and researched the literature.  Again, I believe these 
concerns could have been put to bed had there been proper consultation.  I now call on Western Power to talk to 
the local residents, particularly those literally in the shadow of this tower pole, to clarify its intentions for the 
second new pole for which a footing has been laid, although the plans show the erection of only one pole.   
I refer now to the river bank restoration program on the banks of the Swan River in Maylands.  This is an 
excellent program.  The foreshore in front of Tranby House and just to its north is in need of restoration.  I 
congratulate the Swan River Trust and the City of Bayswater for their work in the past two years defining the 
problem, finding solutions, working well with the community and workshopping the programs to the stage where 
work is about to commence.  However, I ask that our pleas be heard for the bicycle path to be moved a little 
further away from residents’ verandas.  At this stage the route planned for the bike path is almost on residents’ 
verandas.  For the safety of the riders and for the security of the residents, the path should be laid a few metres 
away; nonetheless, that path will be a good outcome when it is established.   

I conclude by congratulating all the people involved in the Constable Care program.  Constable Care has recently 
relocated to the old Maylands primary school in Guildford Road, Maylands.  I am delighted that a very old - I 
think it is 102-year-old - heritage listed school, which had been left vacant for some time, now houses Constable 
Care.  It is a great use of those buildings.  I congratulate Lotterywest in particular and the sponsors in the 
relevant government departments for the simple but straightforward refurbishment that has enabled this program 
to be adequately housed in those old buildings.  I was delighted to attend the official launch of the new premises 
and very pleased to see the programs that Constable Care is rolling out to primary schools.  I was particularly 
impressed with the programs on bullying that offer strategies for students who are victims of bullying and 
strategies to help classrooms nip bullying in the bud.  Great things are happening in my electorate and I look 
forward, no longer as a serving minister but as a very active backbencher, to giving these issues all the attention 
they deserve and to bring some good local solutions to our great electorate.   
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MR T.R. SPRIGG (Murdoch) [11.14 am]:  I, too, am grateful for this opportunity to speak about what is 
happening in the electorate of Murdoch.  I will address a couple of matters raised by the Minister for Health 
yesterday.  I am saddened that he is not currently in the chamber.  I refer to the closure of maternity services, 
particularly Woodside Maternity Hospital in East Fremantle where three of my children were born.  I am 
probably unique in this place in that respect.  I do not think too many other members have had that direct 
experience.  The services performed by the hospital on 7 December 1966, 26 November 1969 and 9 July 1980 - 
some 14 years after the birth of our first child - were absolutely fantastic.  There is no earthly reason why the 
hospital should be closed and the facilities moved to the new Fiona Stanley hospital.  Yesterday the minister 
made a statement and mentioned my name.  At the time I had just left the chamber to speak to students from 
Winthrop Baptist College, and heard only part of his speech when I returned.  The minister said that I opposed 
the development of the proposed 700-bed hospital.  That is not the case.  I concur with the recommendation of 
the shadow Minister for Health regarding the 700-bed hospital.  The opposition and the community worry about 
the 1 100 beds and the huge infrastructure that will be required to service that facility.  Later I will refer to road 
access to the Fiona Stanley hospital.  The minister said that the services of the Woodside Maternity Hospital 
would be relocated to the Fiona Stanley hospital.  However, that will not occur for five years.  It was a ridiculous 
statement to make. 

Some people were disappointed in the minister when a rally was held at the Woodside hospital a couple of weeks 
ago.  The minister attended the Fremantle Kaleeya Hospital and the people involved in the rally went there to 
talk to him.  However, he very sneakily went through a side door because he was not game to front up to 
pregnant ladies.  He later claimed that he thought they were too emotional to talk to.  Ladies who are pregnant do 
get emotional.  However, the minister should have talked to them.  I am not sure whether he knows enough about 
this issue.  He is just trying to barge through the government’s reforms.  That is my message to the Minister for 
Health. 

Sunday is somewhat of a red-letter day in the electorate of Murdoch because it marks the opening of Roe 
Highway stage 7, which will have a major impact on traffic movements through the electorate and on the 
amenity of the people of Murdoch.  Roe Highway stage 7 was an initiative of the Court Liberal government and 
is funded to the tune of 80 per cent by the federal Liberal government. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  That is rubbish.  That is just false. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Dr S.C. Thomas):  Order, member! 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  The member for Riverton will get a chance to speak later.  Whenever infrastructure is built, 
there are always problems. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  Your incompetence gets worse and worse. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order, member for Riverton! 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  It will be good that trucks will be able to travel along that highway but when they get to a 
certain point, they must turn around and go along Leach Highway.  How stupid is that? 

Mr A.D. McRae:  You need to get your facts right when you talk in this place.  If you can’t, you’ll start to sound 
like your leader. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I have received some 200 complaints about the construction work being undertaken.  
Whenever infrastructure is built in an electorate, there will always be problems, which I understand completely.  
Members try to help people if they can.  The problems involve traffic congestion and the lack of noise walls at 
various places, including Leeming, Bull Creek, Mt Pleasant and certain areas of Bateman.  In some areas the 
sand bund and vegetation has been removed, which makes the noise levels unbearable, especially at night when 
the work continues and the vehicles make a high-pitched noise when they reverse.  In a moment I will refer also 
to safety and security issues.  The disappointing part of this is that people have lodged complaints with Leighton 
Contractors but the company has said that it is not its problem and that people should go to Main Roads.  Main 
Roads has said that it is not its problem because it is associated with the railway line and has told people to go to 
the Public Transport Authority.  Some of my constituents have been thrust from pillar to post in trying to get 
some satisfaction with these issues.  One example is the corner of South Street and Kwinana Freeway.  A new 
lane has been built on South Street that turns into Kwinana Freeway and heads north.   The road reserve has been 
moved a lot closer to the houses.  If a person walks along the footpath, he can look over the colorbond fence and 
into people’s houses - right through their windows.  That surely cannot be satisfactory.  There was a rally, which 
was attended by Main Roads.  I was disappointed that the Public Transport Authority did not attend.  Main 
Roads subsequently said that it may have made a mistake and that it would look at erecting an amenity wall 
rather than leaving the 1.2-metre high colorbond fence, which, by the way, stands away from another fence.  
That leaves a fantastic little track between the fences.  Syringes and potential burglars have been found in that 
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area.  There are major security issues.  The community has not been looked after.  The ultimate responsibility 
lies with the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.  However, I will come to that a bit later. 

There is another infrastructure issue in the electorate.  It affects the member for Riverton who, at one stage, was 
sending his people to talk to me because I had taken up the issue in this place.  I was interested to hear the 
member for Maylands mention that she had a problem with power in her electorate.  Some of the residents of 
west Leeming have had 35 to 40-metre poles installed only 40 metres from their front doors with very little 
consultation.  It has been a very poor process indeed by Western Power. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  I agree that consultation was absolutely appalling.  I think it was substandard.  If you compare 
the consultation processes of Western Power for its transmission lines with that of the construction of Roe 
Highway stage 7, it is chalk and cheese.  The member is wrong to say that I sent anybody to him; I deal with all 
my constituents.   

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I was told what I was told. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  I send nobody to anybody.  I deal with all my constituents. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Okay.  Visual pollution is occurring and property is being devalued because of this.  
Western Power has said that it will mitigate the situation with vegetation screening and so on.  That seems to be 
a very slow and cumbersome process.  The member for Riverton will find out about that.  It is mentioned that the 
power poles will corrode and start to fade into the background.  When I drive around the place, I have to put on 
my sunglasses because they are so bright when the sun glints off them.  It has been disappointing, because the 
now Premier was the Minister for Energy at the time.  This issue has been raised before in this place.  I attended 
one of the community meetings at which a Western Power representative said that Western Power did not realise 
that the poles would have such an effect and it would look at relocating one of the poles in Leeming that is 40 
metres high.  That idea was later quashed.  The minister’s performance was pretty disappointing.  He did not 
front up at all until a group of people came to the front steps of Parliament House.  To his credit, he fronted up 
and engaged the group for an hour.  However, he said in this place that the situation is tough bikkies and bad 
luck - that he cannot help people.  One of the people who wanted to talk to him was a person who lives in Bibra 
Lake, which is the suburb in which I live.  The Premier is my local member.  Now that he has been elevated to 
his high office, I hope he does not treat me like he did one of his other constituents last September.  She asked to 
get an appointment with him - her local member, the Minister for Energy - and was told that the first available 
time was February this year, which was six months later!  That is the commitment he has as a local member.  I 
had dropped in my letterbox “The Reporter”, which is the newsletter of Alan Carpenter, MLA, member for 
Willagee.  The first headline is “Top job an honour”.  There are a couple of good things in it.  It states - 

Business as usual for Electorate Office 

Although I have been appointed Premier, I am still the Member for Willagee and a big part of my job is 
to represent my local constituents. 

I hope the Premier talks to them, because he cannot represent them too well if he does not talk to them, and it 
will be a bit difficult as time goes on, obviously, with the stresses of the Premier’s position. 

One of the other issues in the electorate of Murdoch is with infrastructure, and particularly with schools.  The 
Rossmoyne Primary School is a 40-year-old school, and it is due for lots of upgrades and renovations.  The 
school community of the Rossmoyne Primary School has come up with a model or an idea.  They have said, 
“Look, there are 40-year-old schools in other areas around this place too.  We have to actually try to establish 
whether we can add bits on to the school, reconstruct it and do all that sort of thing to make it a viable school.”  
At the moment there are classes of 35 people in a classroom that should accommodate 20.  It is very difficult for 
the staff and students at Rossmoyne Primary School.  However, the school community has come up with a 
proposal or an idea.  They must decide whether they will rebuild the school or whether they must bowl it over 
and start all over again on that or some other site.  The minister has not even been able to go and talk to these 
people, and they have been considering this proposal for 12 months.  I do not know; I sometimes wonder 
whether the government says, “This electorate is not very important to us.  We can’t win it anyway, so we won’t 
spend any money in that electorate.”  I hope that is not the case. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  Member for Murdoch, I can tell you that the president of the P&C association and the 
minister spoke about this matter this week. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  It has taken a long time. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  I am just correcting your factual evidence. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  The parliamentary secretary will get his chance to speak shortly.   
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I will also mention a law and order issue in the electorate of Murdoch.  I was very pleased to hear the other day 
that the burglary figures in the south east policing district had come down.  Certainly, towards the end of last 
year the trend was upwards, and that was disappointing.  I know now that the Murdoch Police Station has its 
total complement of officers, which is great, and it is good to see them out on the road.  At this stage I will also 
compliment the security services of the Melville and Cockburn councils, because they are very visible in our 
community.  They give some comfort to members of the community, and it is fantastic to see them there.  
Although they have no powers of arrest, they certainly make sure that the police are around pretty quickly when 
there is hoon behaviour, burglaries and all those types of things. 

However, I have a constituent in Rossmoyne who late last year arrived home on a Sunday afternoon to find her 
unit had been burgled.  At about 3.20 pm on that Sunday, she rang the 131 444 number, as had been advertised 
by everybody.  The response she got was, “Yes, it’s all noted, and we’ll get the local station to come out and see 
you.”  By 5.30 pm, nothing had happened, so she rang again.  Nothing had happened by 7.45 pm, so she made 
another phone call.  I think the last one that night was at about 9.40 pm, and nothing happened then.  Another 
phone call was made at half past eight the next morning.  I was then informed about the situation.  I was able to 
talk to our local constabulary, and within about one hour the police had attended.  That pointed to a problem with 
the 131 system, and I have heard of other cases also.  Apparently, when it was investigated, it was found that the 
person or persons who had taken the original call had not passed it on to the Cannington district police, who 
obviously had to be called at that stage.  It is disappointing when something that has been advertised and with 
which we concur is not working well.  Certainly, the Minister for Police has his problems at the moment, but he 
must look into that matter and make sure that service works much better. 

One of the other problems that keeps coming up in my electorate is that of land tax.  Quite a few people who 
own properties in the area are self-funded retirees, and they are living on the proceeds of the rentals they receive 
from their rental properties.  I have a constituent who has a rental property in Crawley.  That person received the 
Valuer General’s assessment of the value of that property.  In a 12-month period, the value of the property rose 
from $550 000 to $660 000 for rateable purposes, an increase of 20 per cent.  At the same time, Real Estate 
Institute of WA figures show that properties in the suburb of Crawley increased by five per cent.  The Property 
Council has a similar figure, a REIWA figure, of five per cent.  How can the government absolutely concur with 
the Valuer General’s assessment of a 20 per cent increase when the increase in that particular suburb was 
five per cent for rateable purposes?  That is one example of the way land tax is out of kilter.  I am very happy 
that the Treasurer has said that there will be tax concessions in the next budget.  The Treasurer must look at that 
issue.   

I will mention a couple of things about my shadow portfolio of sport and recreation.  Earlier, the member for 
Wagin mentioned the importance of recreation.  Just last week, I was very delighted to be invited to the Mel 
Maria Catholic Primary School, which is on the corner of Marmion Street and North Lake Road in Myaree, to 
attend the very first Western Australian all-girls Auskick.  Ninety girls from the three different campuses came 
to play.  It was very hot, so it was amazing that 90 girls turned up.  It was an after-school event and was not a 
compulsory exercise at all.  This event was the initiative of Troy Kirkham, who is the East Fremantle Football 
District junior development officer.  Karl Pirrottina and Clayton Anderson also attended.  Members may wonder 
whether 90 girls attending Auskick is different.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Everyone knows that Auskick welcomes girls as well as boys, but some girls do not want to 
jump in and play with the boys.  This event was an all-girls Auskick.  Amazingly, I could tell that about 10 of the 
girls who attended do not play any other sport.  Indeed, football is their passion and they have grown to like it 
because their brothers play it or because they watch it on television.  It was fantastic to see such an initiative - it 
was a first for Western Australia - happening at the school.  I congratulate Troy Kirkham and everybody 
involved for getting that initiative going.  It is a pilot scheme.  If it works well - I am sure it will - it will develop 
throughout Western Australia.   
Another function I attended on the weekend was a very good one indeed.  I am a past member and player of the 
Fremantle District Cricket Club.  Last Sunday, the club presented numbered caps in the mode of the Australian 
cricket team to every single player who had played first-grade cricket at that club, bearing in mind that the club 
is 120 years old.  It is one of the oldest clubs in the Fremantle district.  Some 614 players have represented the 
club in first-grade cricket.  Ty Hopes, number 614, made his first-grade debut just a couple of weeks ago.  Some 
of the caps were presented to some pretty famous people, including Des Hoare, the first international cricketer 
from the Fremantle cricket club.  Caps were also presented to Kevin Wright and Graeme Wood, two locally born 
Fremantle boys who made good on the international cricket scene.  The latest person to do well is Brett Dorey, 
who plays for the Western Warriors.  Some terrific players from years ago played in the state team.  I refer to 
players like Ron Doig, who played in the 1930s, and Roy Watson, who played in the 1950s.  Roy Watson came 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 9 March 2006] 

 p194b-213a 
Mr Terry Waldron; Dr Judy Edwards; Mr Trevor Sprigg; Mr Tony McRae; Mr Gary Snook; Mr Colin Barnett; 

Deputy Speaker 

 [9] 

all the way from Newcastle to attend this reunion.  Colin Harburn and Harry Bovell also received their caps.  It 
was fantastic to be among all those people.  A lot of my old East Fremantle Football Club team-mates were 
present.  I refer to players like Ken Holt and Jack Sheedy.  It seems as though there was a movement between the 
Fremantle District Cricket Club and the East Fremantle Football Club.   
Mr C.J. Barnett:  They were probably trying to teach East Fremantle Football Club some manners. 
Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  That comment from the member for Cottesloe was uncalled for.  I am very proud to have 
received my cap 440, which sits in the poolroom. 
Mr C.J. Barnett:  Which game was that for? 
Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  It was in the 60s. 
I would like to briefly address another issue on sport and recreation.  As the minister is in the house perhaps it is 
appropriate.  I was pretty incensed yesterday when I heard that someone had come from Victoria and said where 
a new stadium should be built, if a new stadium were to be built, and where football should be played and 
whatever.  I am sure we will adopt the bipartisan view.  The government must stand up to these guys.  We are 
talking about not just a football stadium but a multipurpose stadium.  Football does not own it and nor should it; 
it should be available for the community.  Why should the Australian Football League or any dictator come to 
this state and say what will happen and try to force the issue?  The Langoulant task force is due to report, as I am 
sure the minister is aware, at the end of the month.  I too am anxious to see what the task force will come up 
with.  I am sure it will have done a very thorough job.  It is absolutely wrong of the chief executive officer of the 
AFL to come to this state and say what should or will happen.  I believe that we must try to develop a state-of-
the-art, multipurpose stadium so that we can bid for the 2014 or 2018 Commonwealth Games - or whatever the 
year.  I was searching through some old records the other day that showed that the previous Liberal government 
was in the process of bidding for the 2006 Commonwealth Games, which start in Melbourne next week.  The 
government was doing that back in 1996, 10 years ahead of time.  Would it not be great if we could get this 
stadium up and running so that these major international evens could come here?  The AFL would be only one 
tenant.  Of course, it will need to pay for it, but we should get a multipurpose stadium.  I am not against Subiaco 
Oval, if it turns out to be the best option, but football should not dominate the situation.  
Some rather draconian measures are being brought to bear on hospitality at Subiaco Oval, with some of the 
hospitality areas having to close and people having to leave one hour after the game.  I have been involved over 
the years in presentations for players.  Up to 400 spectators might be waiting to hear from players and coaches.  
If they are to be shuffled out of the ground one hour after the game, they will not get to hear the players and 
coaches, which would be very bad.  I ask the minister to get to the bottom of this and to make sure that people 
can still enjoy their football.  The measures would be un-Australian.  When people go to football, they find that 
half the fun is meeting up with their mates or sitting down with their mates, having a beer after the game, and 
talking about how the game went, who was the best player and all that type of thing.  I do not think people at 
Subiaco Oval are aware of the possible change at the moment.  That is a challenge I throw to the minister. 
Mr J.C. Kobelke:  It is a real issue that I am very interested in.  Keep in mind that liquor licensing comes under 
a different minister.  There is a process in train whereby it is likely to be addressed in the near future. 
Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I hope it is.  The minister will have our complete support, so that people can enjoy their 
football.  Also on the subject of sport and recreation, we are most keen to see more kids getting out and playing.  
I will be most interested to see the latest round of funding that has just been approved and to see some fantastic 
initiatives, so that we can get kids out there and make sure that they get as many opportunities for recreation as 
they possibly can, for health purposes if nothing else. 
MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton - Parliamentary Secretary) [11.39 am]:  I want to record a number of issues 
relevant to my electorate that feed off the issues that the Premier talked about in his address on Tuesday.  In 
doing so, I also want to congratulate the Premier, the member for Willagee, on his ascension to the role as 
twenty-eighth Premier of Western Australia.  I am sure he will be a very fine leader of the government of this 
state.  I know that not only do members on this side look forward to his contribution and leadership, but also 
there is a great reservoir of goodwill in the community for the work and challenge that he has now taken on. 

I also record my appreciation of the work of Dr Geoff Gallop for five years as Premier, and prior to that as 
Leader of the Labor Party in opposition in Parliament.  It was no small feat to take a party from opposition into 
government, to establish the credibility of an opposition as an alternative and viable government and, having 
achieved that, to preside over the change in fortunes that came to Western Australia in such a way as to 
maximise the benefits so that all people in Western Australia had the opportunity to enjoy and prosper from 
them.  Geoff Gallop became Premier at a time when, through a combination of not good fortune and a degree of 
mismanagement, the previous government had taken the state into a technical recession after a number of 
quarters of negative growth.  I preface my remarks by saying that the recession was not the total responsibility of 
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that government; nonetheless, it failed to see the signals leading up to the 2000-01 financial year and in the 
process failed to adapt the state’s economy.  I believe that is indicative of some of the justification for the people 
voting in a Labor government in 2001 and turfing out the coalition.  However, Labor did come to government in 
2001 with a technical recession in place and needing to take its chances to emerge from it.  Geoff Gallop, as 
leader, ensured that the government of Western Australia took its chance to grab hold of the opportunity that the 
unprecedented growth in China provided for Western Australia. 

Mr D.T. Redman:  It has been a good time for Western Australia, hasn’t it? 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  Most balanced economic commentators would say that there has been no better time in 
Western Australia’s history for prosperity and growth.  I do not have detailed knowledge of the impact of the 
gold rush in Western Australia.  That could be the only other possible time that would compare with the kind of 
growth that is going on in the state now.  However, the great difference between 120 years ago and now is that 
we have a greater chance for diversifying the economy, we have a much more diverse society and we are much 
more linked to our region than we once were.  We were very isolated in the late nineteenth century.  In many of 
my discussions with members of the community and in some speeches, I have drawn attention to the fact that 
Western Australia is now the Indochine of the twenty-first century.  That word “Indochine” is an expression that 
the French colonials used to describe that corner of South East Asia occupied by Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia.  
From a European perspective, it described the junction between those two giant economies and societies, India 
and China.  Even back in the nineteenth century they were giant societies that had a pervasive impact across the 
region, as their cultures, histories and economies had been powerful for so long.  In the twenty-first century, 
because of changes in travel, technology, communications and what we are supplying to the region and the 
world, it is fair to characterise Western Australia as the new Indochine.  We are at the corner of the region that 
will dominate world economics throughout the next 100 years; there is no doubt in my mind about that.  More 
than 50 per cent of the world’s population is living within eight hours flying time from the capital of Western 
Australia.  That puts us in a position of extraordinary opportunity.  Geoff Gallop - returning to that theme - 
understood this and will be acknowledged in time to come as being a leader who grabbed that opportunity, who 
continued to forge links throughout our region and who continued to make Western Australia the powerhouse 
that it is in the Australian economy.  Remember, this state is producing more than 30 per cent of Australia’s 
export income.  It is no accident that when cyclones interrupted the deliveries of gas, salt, iron ore and other 
resource products from Western Australia in January, there was an increase in the nation’s current account 
deficit.  That shows that when we hold up Western Australia, we actually hold up the whole of Australia. 

Mr G. Snook:  Thanks to the people in the rural areas of Western Australia. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  Thanks to everyone in Western Australia.  This is a partnership that is not the product of 
bean counters or lawyers on St Georges Terrace, nor solely the product -  

Mr G.M. Castrilli:  Make sure you tell that to the member for Perth! 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I tell him that regularly.  The member for Perth is wrong to characterise the powerhouse of 
this state as being located in just one spot.  All modern economies require a combination of technical, 
administrative and productive skills to be successful.  Western Australia is increasingly proving that it has the 
technical capacity for mining and resource development and extraction.  We have a long history of producing 
excellent dry land farmers, and we have achieved world-class standing for our pastoral and agricultural products, 
particularly wheat.  We are now producing just over 45 per cent of the country’s wheat production.  We are no 
longer relying just on agricultural produce, and we are no longer relying - although we are the powerhouse of the 
nation - just on mineral and gas resource extraction and marketing.  We are combining those things.  We need 
the people in regional Western Australia, and we want them to keep enjoying their lives and be productive.  
However, we also need the people in the city.  The farmers in Muckinbudin, and throughout the agricultural 
regions of Western Australia, do not necessarily have the time or expertise to market their high quality wheat 
into the Middle East.  In many cases they rely on the expertise of other people to promote their product in the 
international markets.  That expertise is generally found in marketing companies in the city.  As I have said, it is 
a partnership.  Western Australia will succeed only when we acknowledge that our prosperity lies in harnessing 
the energy and expertise of all the people of this state.  We need to combine the expertise and resources of the 
people in rural and regional Western Australia, and the expertise of the people in the capital city, which is the 
powerhouse dynamo and administrative centre.  It is that combination that Geoff Gallop set out to embed within 
the practices of this Parliament, particularly the cabinet and government of Western Australia.   

I turn now to comment on three things for which I will always remember Geoff Gallop.  The first is the 
protection of old-growth forests.  If members ever find themselves suffering from insomnia, they might like to 
read my first speech in this place.  I mentioned in that speech that after I was elected in 2001, I asked my kids 
one night when we were having dinner what their priorities were for the new Labor government.  My eldest 
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daughter said unhesitatingly that we need to stop the logging of old-growth forests.  My two younger children 
immediately agreed with that, but Jade led the pack and said that is what we needed to do.  We did it.  It is 
difficult to bring about that sort of change.  However, we did it, and with minimal disruption to people’s lives.   

Several members interjected.  

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I did not say people’s lives have not been disrupted - be fair - but ultimately -  

Several members interjected.  

Mr A.D. McRAE:  Members may not know my background.  I come from a timber town in New South Wales 
called Tumut.  It is still the largest pine plantation district in Australia.  I have a very good understanding of 
timber communities, and I have great empathy for the changes to many people’s lives that resulted from our old-
growth forests policy. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  Promises weren’t kept. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  Things can always be done better, member for York, sorry, Avon. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  That’s a good place! 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I just wish they would get over their internal conflicts, that is all.   

I understand the difficulty.  I am just saying that to forge a change such as that means that we end up making 
changes to people’s lives.  I think we did it reasonably well; I do not think we did it perfectly.  Many people 
genuinely suffered as a result; there is no question about that.  However, it was a change that had to be made.  
We could not sustain that practice into the future in the way it had been done in the past.   

The second part of Geoff Gallop’s contribution that I want to record is in relation to trade and the diversification 
of the economy.  It has been a mantra for many leaders and many governments over many years, but I think 
Geoff Gallop took it to a new height.  The expansion of the Western Australian trade offices throughout the 
region is a mark of that.  Geoff’s genuine engagement in diversifying the kinds of services and products that we 
were selling changed forever what we saw as our possibilities.   

The third issue is much closer to home.  In 2004 that rabid, insane criminal Jack van Tongeren and his band of 
racist thugs firebombed three Chinese restaurants in the southern suburbs of Perth.  One of those restaurants, the 
Foo Win Chinese Restaurant, is in my electorate.  The damage that that kind of behaviour causes to people’s 
lives is extraordinary.  The intimidation and the real personal pain and fear in day-by-day living moments that 
that sort of attack causes need to be understood by everybody in the community.  I know that is why all good 
Western Australians reject the kind of philosophy that van Tongeren and his people advance.  Over two weeks I 
helped the owners of that restaurant in whatever way I could to get their business back up and running.  Geoff 
agreed, as soon as I asked him, to help reopen it.  The Chung Wah Association, in partnership with me, 
organised a reopening.  The Willetton Senior High School kids and members of not only non-Anglo 
communities, but also the Anglo-Celtic community of Western Australia fronted up to celebrate the diversity in 
our state and the reopening of a restaurant that had been the target of racists.  Geoff and I marched from 
Willetton Senior High School, along Pinetree Gully Road and through Southlands shopping centre on a Saturday 
morning for the reopening.  A Chinese lion dancing troupe was at the front.  It was very noisy, with banging 
drums, cymbals and so on.  People coming out of the shopping centre with their kids and trolleys - members 
know the way Saturday morning is; it is normally pretty hectic for most people - stopped and cheered.  It was 
one of the proudest moments I have experienced in my time as a member of this place, and Geoff Gallop was a 
leader during that moment.  I acknowledge his absolute philosophical and personal commitment to fighting 
racism.  It is a scourge on our society.  It is something that we must all take on as a personal and professional 
battle.  Those issues deserve some recognition, and I place on the record my appreciation for Geoff’s 
contribution in those ways. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I move now to a couple of other issues that Premier Carpenter touched on in his presentation 
at the reopening of the Parliament for 2006.  First and foremost I turn to education.  Many people will know that 
people from four state high schools live in my electorate.  I share some of those high schools with my next-door 
neighbour, the member for Murdoch.  Two of those schools are physically in his electorate; for example, 
Rossmoyne Senior High School is on the border of the electorate.  About 55 per cent of the students live in my 
electorate, but, nonetheless, the school is physically in his electorate.  Between 15 and 20 per cent of the students 
from Leeming Senior High School live in my electorate.  The school is in the member’s electorate but, 
nonetheless, I have an interest in it.  Willetton Senior High School and Lynwood Senior High School are both 
wholly within my electorate, although some of the students from Lynwood come from the electorate of the 
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member for Southern River.  Those four state high schools are absolutely outstanding.  Each has embarked on a 
program to advance the understanding in the community of the quality of education in the state system.  The 
school communities associated with those four schools were all extremely supportive of the extension of the 
school leaving age to 16.  Every one of those schools is producing outstanding students and providing 
opportunities for those students to build lives in which they will have choices and can contribute to society.  That 
is the mark of a good school - the opportunity for personal development and the opportunity to contribute to 
society later on.  As Minister for Education and Training, the Premier was a revolution in the making.  He 
challenged so many orthodoxies and created a debate about excellence in the state education system that did not 
exist before his time in that portfolio.  I look forward to him building on this as Premier, with the new Minister 
for Education and Training, Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich, and the minister assisting her in this place, the Minister for 
Small Business.  He has already made his mark assisting the minister during his time as parliamentary secretary.   
The other achievement in education during the government’s first term was a massive increase in investment in 
the renewal of the physical infrastructure of our schools.  This is not just a kick at the Liberal Party, because the 
former Leader of the Opposition, the member for Cottesloe, also made some remarkable innovations in 
education as minister in the previous government.  It is nonetheless true that, through a cumulative effect over 
the time of the previous Labor government in the 1980s and early 1990s, and of the coalition government during 
the later 1990s, there was decline in investment in maintenance and renewal of the infrastructure of our schools.  
This has now been arrested.  If there were just one answer to the question about what the boom has given us, it is 
the fact that the government is putting $1 billion back into the state school system.  It will take time.  For 
example, Willetton Senior High School is the recipient of part of that massive investment.  It has $4.3 million for 
the renewal of parts of the school, but the planning, construction and finalisation of that new infrastructure will 
take three years.  It is therefore not surprising that the pent-up demand is still there, but this government has seen 
the boom times coming, and is investing much of the proceeds in the infrastructure of schools.  It is a remarkably 
important priority.  It is the right priority, and is supported by communities right across Western Australia.   
None of these changes, of course, would be possible if we were not continuing trade development.  In January 
this year I had the privilege and opportunity of accompanying the Minister for Agriculture and Food; Forestry; 
the Midwest and Wheatbelt, Hon Kim Chance, to Qatar in the Persian Gulf.  I was there from 17 to 20 January, 
so it was a short, sharp and intense visit.  I attended a number of meetings that have started building on 
relationships that have been opened up and have real prospects for us.  They are an indicator of the kinds of 
opportunities that await us when the government acts as the advocate for all producers of goods and services in 
Western Australia.  We met with His Excellency Dr Sultan bin Hassan Al Dabit Al-Dossary, Minister of 
Municipal and Agriculture Affairs and State Minister for Cabinet Affairs.  We met with Sheikh Dr Nasser bin 
Falah Al Ahmed Al Thani - the Al Thani family is one of the very senior families in Qatar - who is the Director 
General, Agriculture, Research and Development of the Central Agricultural Laboratory, which has been 
established in Doha, the capital of Qatar.  We also met with Sheikh Faisal Bin Qassim Al Thani and Mr Bassam 
Massouh from the Qatari Businessmen’s Association; Mohammed Bin Khalid Al Mana of the Qatar Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry; and leaders from Mawashi, a private company that is the largest food importing, 
processing and distribution company in the Middle East.  That company has a very good relationship with 
Western Australian businesses and also a very high regard for Western Australian producers and traders.  All 
those people spoke about the importance of extending and broadening the relationships with businesses in 
Western Australia, and I think we are on the verge of a very real opportunity for massive expansion of trade into 
the Middle East.  It is clear, because of the political context of our time, that the Middle East countries are 
finding some difficulty with trade into the United States.  It is clear, because of the barriers that the European 
Union is putting up, that their access into those markets and their ability to draw from those markets is not as 
easy as it has been in the past.  Those people have had their attention drawn to the east by the awakening giants 
of China and India that I referred to earlier.  They just happened to glance a bit to the south and see Australia, 
some of them for the first time.  I think that they are recognising that we are a supplier of goods and services that 
are of absolute first-class world standard and that we have the confidence and the capacity to trade anywhere, 
anytime, with anybody and will do it on a fair basis.  That experience in Qatar stood as an indicator of the kind 
of opportunity which is now developing in many parts of the Indian Ocean rim for Western Australia and which 
will take us a long way forward. 

I just remark in passing that, whilst I am very concerned about the level of government involvement in and 
knowledge of the AWB Ltd scandal that is currently the subject of an inquiry by Mr Cole under the auspices of 
the federal government, I note that AWB was trading in a market in which the very people with whom we have 
just signed a free trade agreement use an export enhancement program that is effectively a direct subsidy to their 
products.  The United States has a global program of using the EEP to barge its way into markets; destroy fair 
competition; destroy efficient producers, such as the ones we have in Western Australia; and claim market share 
in a way that I think is unfair and against the interests of fair and free trade around the world. 
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Mr C.J. Barnett:  All that is true, but it is a different issue with AWB.  The allegations against AWB are of 
corruption of the United Nations humanitarian program and are quite a different issue. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  Absolutely.  I am not excusing it.  I just draw attention to the fact that AWB was drawn into 
what is alleged to have been corrupt behaviour, and appears on the face of it to be corrupt behaviour, in the 
context of a trading regime around the world that is already distorted by European and North American subsidies 
and price-cutting measures.  If the Australian government were to implement similar measures, it would be 
howled down around the world.  I have some grave concerns, particularly as a Western Australian, that when we 
try to advance the interests of our producers in goods and services, and particularly primary produce, and when 
we find our trade representatives corrupting the process and doing us no favours whatsoever, we are operating in 
a system and in a marketplace that is already distorted by those trade subsidies that operate in the Northern 
Hemisphere.  It is a serious challenge that we must continue to work at.  We should never flinch from our 
arguments about how good our produce is and how competitive it will be on any fair trading platform.  We must 
absolutely argue the right for wheat producers in Australia to be represented by a marketing agency like AWB.  
Those are the global effects.   

I have mentioned education and I want to return to my electorate, a bit closer to home, and remark on some of 
the things that are going on there.  The member for Murdoch mentioned that this Sunday Roe 7 will open.  He 
erroneously said that the federal government had paid for 80 per cent of that stage. 
Mr T.R. Sprigg:  Seventy-five per cent out of 96 per cent. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I advise the member for Murdoch that it contributed $75 million to Roe 6 and 7.  It was 
before his time and I accept that he does not know the full calculations.  Its contribution was a roads of national 
importance allocation for stages 6 and 7 of Roe Highway.  That contribution did not relate to only Roe 7; it was 
for both stages 6 and 7. 

Mr T.R. Sprigg:  You are splitting hairs. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  No, I am not splitting hairs because Roe 6 and 7 are two separate projects. 
Dr K.D. Hames:  How much was Roe 6? 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  Roe 6, from memory, cost about $60 million; Roe 7, again from memory, cost about 
$75 million.  I think its contribution is less than 50 per cent. 
Mr T.R. Sprigg:  You are wrong. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I will do the maths later, but the member for Murdoch is wrong to say it contributed 80 per 
cent; it did not.  What Roe 7 produces will revolutionise transport and traffic throughout the south metropolitan 
region.  On completion of the construction of the railway line and when the stations are opened, large trucks over 
19 metres long will not be able to go where they like.  We have not spent hundreds of millions of dollars on a 
specialist freight connection down the Kwinana Freeway from the Great Eastern and Great Northern Highways 
so that the drivers of these trucks do not have to use that route if they do not want to.  Large trucks feeding the 
port will use that road.  It is a specialist road built for that purpose and we will require truck drivers to use it.   

It is interesting to hear members opposite wade into this debate, particularly new members like the member for 
Murdoch.  The former member for Murdoch waded into this debate on areas where he knew he was on solid 
ground.  He never waded in on the basis of arguing that this was a great achievement of the coalition 
government’s.  Let us face it; for 10 years, and that includes some of the last years of the previous Labor 
government, nobody did anything on Roe Highway.  For 10 years this massive volume of heavy freight transport 
emptied into William Street, Beckenham - a local road.  It is this Labor government that got on and built stage 4 
to the Kenwick Link; stage 5 to Nicholson Road; stage 6 to South Street; and in four days will be opening 
stage 7 and doing the connection of the Great Eastern and Great Northern Highways to the Kwinana Freeway.  A 
major piece of infrastructure has been completed.   
I remember that the government’s deputy Whip, who was representing a different seat at the time - in fact it 
covered much of the seat now covered by the member for Serpentine-Jarrahdale - put his job on the line and said 
that he would resign if stage 4 were not opened by the end of 2003.  It is a great achievement.  It will bring 
change and it will relieve some of the congestion, not all of it.  Why will it not relieve all of it?  Because this is a 
growing city.  With increasing trade and an economic growth rate of between seven and 10 per cent, there is 
urban development, in particular, and a great challenge.  This state can go forward with confidence.   

I support the Premier’s Statement. 
MR G. SNOOK (Moore) [12.10 pm]:  I congratulate the new Premier on his appointment to the premiership of 
this great state.  Along with remarks made by one of my colleagues the other day, I also wish him good health 
and a short tenure.  I wish to speak about a number of issues pertaining to my electorate, all of which are of 
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serious concern to me and my constituents.  Some of these issues were mentioned in the Premier’s address on 
Tuesday.  One of the primary concerns is the real and present danger of the threat to individual property rights of 
landowners, in not only my electorate of Moore but also many other electorates across this state.  I was very 
pleased when our leader, the member for Kalgoorlie, took the significant step of creating a separate portfolio to 
deal with the issue of property rights.  This action clearly highlights the special significance that the Liberal 
Party places on this very important issue of property owners in general.  I thank my leader for assigning that 
portfolio to me.  I will address this issue later in my speech.   

There are a number of other matters which I wish to raise in this place.  Firstly, I would like to talk about rural 
roads.  Mention has been made of the state of the economy of this wonderful state and the capacity that we have 
to put infrastructure in place.  There is no doubt that the state government is investing significantly in certain 
infrastructure projects such as the southern suburbs railway and lots of regional projects in Geraldton, which is 
not far from my electorate.  But, sadly, those of us in electorates that do not have a major regional centre, such as 
Albany, Geraldton or Bunbury, tend to come a pretty poor last in terms of investments in infrastructure.  Under 
the current government and the previous government, roads in rural areas seem to dip out badly in funding.  In 
fact, there has been a reduction in the amount of rural road funding allocated to local governments in most rural 
areas.  Many figures have been quoted, but I do not want to go down that line.   
Prior to my becoming a member of this place, the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure often said at meetings 
I attended that rural local governments were no worse off than they had been prior to some of the reductions 
made to the funding for rural roads in local government areas.  She alluded to the fact that the federal Roads to 
Recovery funds were not seen as disadvantaging rural areas.  The Roads to Recovery program was specifically 
set up to catch up with the backlog which occurs, as the member for Riverton explained, in educational 
maintenance and school replacement needs.  I acknowledge that there was always going to be a backlog.  
However, I believe that, with the Roads to Recovery money, the federal government was trying to provide a 
financial boost to address the backlog of road repairs that has occurred over a number of years.  Roads in the 
bush are the arteries that carry the very lifeblood of our economic, social and community services.  They are vital 
because they are crucial to our very existence.   
I will touch on a few of the roads that I believe urgently require construction.  The first that comes to mind is, of 
course, Indian Ocean Drive.  I was very pleased on Tuesday to hear our leader, the member for Kalgoorlie, 
recommit our party’s strong support for the construction of Indian Ocean Drive.  On the number of times I have 
spoken in this house in support of the construction of this road, I have noticed members throughout the chamber 
from both sides nodding in agreement.  The argument for why this road should be completed stands strongly on 
its merits for a raft of reasons.  It staggers me that the government cannot press the go button to proceed with this 
road.  It is unique.  As members are aware, it will be the last link between the towns of Lancelin and Cervantes 
to complete the coastal road.  It will lessen the dangerous mix of heavy transport, tourism and other traffic on the 
Brand Highway.  The estimated cost of construction three or four years ago was $32 million.  An independent 
study done at that time clearly shows that the state government would recoup that construction cost over 
10 years.  That would result from the enormous investment in tourism ventures and residential development at 
various places along the coast from Guilderton-Moore River to Geraldton.  That investment has been 
conservatively estimated at $750 million.  Three quarters of a billion dollars worth of investments have been 
identified as potential developments that will be attracted with the new influx of traffic and business as a result 
of the construction of that road.  That link is vital.  I say again, given the state’s financial situation, the potential 
return on that investment would be great and the state would benefit enormously.   
Obviously, there are many other roads in the state, but I will mention a few that, for a variety reasons, have 
missed out on funding, and others that are waiting to be upgraded.  I refer to the four lime cartage roads running 
east from the coast inland to the agricultural areas, funding for which has been cancelled.  However, the business 
of carting lime is not diminishing; in fact, it is increasing.  The cost of maintaining those inadequate roads for 
that type of earthmoving traffic is borne by the local shires in that area.  Another road that is badly in need of 
funding is the Moora-Mogumber-Bindoon road, which runs through the middle of my electorate.  It used to be 
the old Geraldton road through Moora.  An enormous and increasing amount of freight is transported along that 
road, as a result of the diversification on either side of that strip.  Another section of that road that is sadly in 
need of some funding and redevelopment lies between Carnamah and Coorow.  Sadly, only a minimum amount 
of work has been done on many of these roads since they were built 20 or 30 years ago.  Grain and fertilisers that 
used to be carted by rail are now being transported on roads by big, heavy vehicles because the railroads have 
been closed.  The roads on which those products are being transported were not built for those types of vehicles.  
We will be faced with a legacy that will cost a future government a huge amount of money.  We must identify 
the problems, and plan and invest in the roads while we are in the middle of a booming V-8 economy before the 
engine blows up and the wheels fall off. 
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Julimar and Dewares Pool Roads connect to the Great Northern Highway from the Shires of Chittering and 
Toodyay.  The state government has announced that the construction of the Muchea saleyards will go ahead.  
However, very little consideration has been given to access to the saleyards from the east.  Julimar and Dewares 
Pool Roads are used as school bus routes.  They are typical winding and narrow roads with inadequate, narrow 
bridges that stock transporters and farmers will use - although they should not - to deliver their livestock to the 
Muchea saleyards.  More consideration must be given to that matter.  As I said, the more freight that is 
transported on roads that were built many decades ago, the quicker they will deteriorate and the bigger the 
problem we will have when trying to rectify the situation. 
I refer now to health care and hospitals.  I do not know how many hospitals this government has built and 
opened since it came to office in 2001.  The Moora District Hospital opened its doors a couple of weeks ago.  I 
will highlight an issue that should never have happened and should not happen again.  I refer to rural people 
having to demonstrate to embarrass the government into changing its mind and providing the funding to build 
the hospital.  Although that is by the bye because it has been done, it is a sad reflection on the government when 
people in country areas must demonstrate and protest to get services that our city cousins rightfully expect the 
government to provide.  It appears that this is what people in the bush will have to do if they are to be provided 
with standard services that communities expect the government to provide.  I fear that it will become doubly 
hard for rural communities after 2009 when the political representation of rural areas will deteriorate.  We will 
watch this space to see what happens. 

Western Australia has an ageing population.  That is occurring across the board.  My constituents in rural areas 
tell me of the health problems they are faced with, particularly the health issues of the aged.  Diseases of the 
aged, such as dementia and Alzheimer’s, need special attention and special funding everywhere.  That is 
especially so in rural areas.  My electorate is no different from any other area.  During my inaugural address I 
made mention of this issue.  I did so with goodwill to raise the profile of this horrid disease that is befalling the 
community, and that will cost us socially and economically an immense amount of money in the future.  
Currently, approximately 18 000 people in Western Australia suffer from dementia and Alzheimer’s disease.  
The figure is expected to rise more than fourfold by 2020 if a breakthrough cure is not found for the disease.  
Reliable studies indicate that by 2016 the disease is expected to be the major cause of disability in the nation.  It 
will cost the nation more than five per cent of gross domestic product.  In today’s values, that is $85 billion.  
Statistics indicate that, for some unknown reason, there are higher incidences of dementia and Alzheimer’s 
disease in rural communities.  An enormous amount of research has been undertaken in Western Australia.  A 
number of members may be aware - certainly, some members opposite are because I have been talking to them 
about it - of the research carried out by Professor Ralph Martins at Hollywood Private Hospital.  Through the 
government, the people of Western Australia need to join in partnership with the arrangements that are being put 
in place with the corporate sector, the community and other groups to support the McCusker Foundation for 
Alzheimer’s Disease Research.  Over a number of years, I hope that it will have enough money poured into it so 
that - in partnership with the federal government - we can support the wonderful research team in Western 
Australia that is recognised worldwide for the progress it has made.   

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr G. SNOOK:  I call on the new Premier to commit the state to contribute to the partnership arrangements to 
provide capital to the McCusker Foundation for Alzheimer’s Disease Research in order to find a cure for this 
horrible disease.  I was pleased that the Premier made mention in his address on Tuesday of the state’s brilliant 
innovators and scientists.  We need to give them all the support we can. 
I turn to planning.  The outer metropolitan shires in the southern part of my electorate - Gingin, Chittering and 
Toodyay - are growing and developing at an unprecedented rate.  Chittering shire boasts of being the second-
fastest growing rural shire in the state.  There is a desperate need in the three shires to revisit the north east 
corridor strategy.  We need to look at planning needs for education, industrial zoning and waste management.  I 
was interested to hear in the Premier’s address that the state is to move forward in developing a state-of-the-art 
waste management system.  I look forward with interest to see the direction that will take.  At present, waste is 
putting an extreme amount of pressure on facilities in the metropolitan area.  Companies are moving into the 
agricultural regions and establishing reasonably sized waste disposal areas.  When private enterprise can do that 
and local government loses some control, there could be a measure of uncertainty about how strict the controls 
will be in watching what goes into those waste areas.  They can pop up anywhere in a range of outer 
metropolitan shires.  Shorter distances and economics indicate that that is the option to go for.  We really need to 
get together, get organised and look at a strategy to handle this growing problem of waste disposal.  I look 
forward with interest to that. 

Other strategies that need to be reviewed include the central coast planning strategy.  That document is now 
approaching 10 years of age and is due for renewal.  However, there has been no action in that area.  Once again, 
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it is probably because there is no money.  The central midlands planning strategy is another strategy that was 
started but not funded.  Where is that going?  It is stalled.   
Another issue in my electorate is infill sewerage.  A significant backlog infill sewerage program was under way 
under the Court government.  However, following the election of the Gallop government, that program was 
seriously curtailed.  That is imposing more constraints on the opportunity for development.  There is an urgent 
need for the reintroduction of funding for the backlog infill sewerage program.  In country towns such as 
Toodyay there are a lot of large, semirural-type blocks, but they are in residential areas.  With the increased size 
required for subdivision approval and because sewerage is required for larger lots, people are unable to 
subdivide, and development is therefore curtailed.   

On the matter of education, I noted with interest that the member for Riverton talked about the billion dollars 
that will be invested in the education system to refurbish schools and upgrade and build new schools.  I was 
going to interject on him, but I decided not to.  He spoke on the basis that that would solve the problem.  He is 
dead right in that there is always a long backlog and a carryover from various governments in catching up with 
maintenance etc.  However, I invite members of this house to take a trip through the country areas.  They should 
come and look at the schools in my electorate.  There are 19 state schools and two private schools in my 
electorate.  In my tours around the electorate, I have visited a number of them, and I can tell the house that a lot 
of them are looking pretty sad and sorry and need a lot of money put into them for maintenance.  For example, I 
was in Carnamah towards the end of last year.  Huge cracks are in the school buildings there, and the ceilings are 
sagging.  Supports have rusted off shade structures outside library buildings.  Orange barrier taping is around 
them.  It has been like that for more than 12 months.  Requests have been made and the department says that it 
will do the work, but it does not get done.  It is just not good enough.   

Recently, Madam Deputy Speaker, you, along with all of us, would have seen the article about the drinking 
water situation at the Badgingarra Primary School in my electorate.  The kids must bring their own bottled water.  
They cannot get drinking water at the school because bacteria have infected the rainwater tanks.  The tanks are 
there, and it is really appalling if the funds are not available to do the maintenance to keep the drinking water up 
to scratch so that the kids can at least get a drink of water.  We really need to look at that.  I believe there are 
about 40 other schools throughout the rural areas that do not have drinking water on tap.  Back in the early 1950s 
when I was going to school at Buntine, we had rainwater tanks from which we could get a drink.  This current 
situation is just not good enough.   

I want to talk about the issue of property rights.  I believe that our Westminster system of government is being 
seriously undermined and its sovereignty challenged.  I do not make that statement lightly.  In making that 
comment, I refer to the Environmental Protection Act 1986.  Legislation should always pass the test of 
Parliament - that goes without saying - and it should always be assigned by Parliament.  That is what it is all 
about.  However, that seems to have changed with the Environmental Protection Authority Act.  I will make my 
point by example.  Section 33(1) of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 refers to the establishment and 
development of environmental protection policies and reads -  

. . . the force of law, as though it had been enacted as part of this Act, on and from the day on which the 
relevant order is published in the Gazette under section 41 of the Interpretation Act 1984 or such 
subsequent day as is specified in that order. 

That refers to the status and revocation of approved environmental protection policies.  In other words, this 
section states that any policy that comes from this law is deemed to be a law itself as if it were written in the law.  
The Environmental Protection Authority comprises an eminent group of people.  I do not question their capacity 
and integrity.  Under the law, they have the capacity to bring down environmental protection policies.  Those 
policies are released for consultation and comment and go through the normal process.  After the passage of 
time, policies go back to the minister and the minister is able to gazette them.  They do not come back into this 
place for debate and they cannot be disallowed.  To me, that is not democracy.  It can be argued that it is covered 
by the act, but just imagine if that were to continually occur with other acts.   
I also want to talk about the problem of wetlands in the Shire of Gingin.  A wetland has been described as an 
area of seasonably, intermittently and permanently waterlogged or inundated land on the Swan coastal plain, 
whether natural or otherwise, and includes lakes, swamps, marshes, springs, damp land, a tidal flat estuary or any 
such part of that area.  There are thousands of acres of damp lands in my shire - partially and seasonally - and 
they all come under the provision of the Swan coastal plain environmental protection policy.  This policy has 
caused an enormous amount of grief for many of my constituents.  It is absolutely ridiculous that land that has 
been cleared and grazed for 150 years - I refer to damp summer land like kikuyu and the couch grass flats - is 
suddenly being identified as wetlands.  It is a nonsense.  On top of that, the draft buffer zones were recently 
released - I have a copy with me - and they add surrounding areas that carry exactly the same conditions as a 
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wetland.  What will happen is that many farms will become unviable and unworkable.  That is grossly wrong.  
No compensation is built into the act.  This is an absolute tragedy of justice.  There is no fairness built into this at 
all.  The land is devalued, the farmers cannot use it, and at the end of the day they will be forced to seek 
alternative income.   
I call upon the Minister for the Environment to revisit the regulatory assessment committee’s report and to bring 
representatives of landowner groups to the table to get some workability back into this environmental protection 
plan and bring some fairness into play.  I also wish to thank again the electors of Moore for the privilege of 
representing them.  I will continue to work hard to represent them in this place. 
MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe) [12.41 pm]:  I wish to talk today about economic development in a very 
important part of Western Australia.  May I say by way of introduction that all too often development and 
conservation are treated as opposites.  I do not doubt that in the past there have been conflicts between 
development and conservation and that there will be conflicts in the future.  I also do not doubt that mistakes 
have been made.  However, today with our level of knowledge, enlightenment and sophistication, the challenge 
we face is to reconcile conflicts where they exist.  We certainly cannot use ignorance today as an excuse.  If 
there is one part of Western Australia where this conflict between conservation and development is most 
apparent it is on the Burrup Peninsula, which is an area of archipelago just off the coast of Karratha.  Most 
members of Parliament have probably visited the area and are aware of the iron ore developments, the port, the 
stockpile and loading facilities that date from the 1960s, the domestic gas and LNG plant associated with the 
North West Shelf, and the service harbour in the King Bay area.  It is a very important area of industry.  More 
exports go from that area than any other part of the state.  I suggest that over the coming two or three decades it 
could well be Australia’s most significant area of industrial production and export. 
The Burrup Peninsula also has a spectacular environment of islands in a marine setting.  It just happens to be the 
site of the world’s largest concentration of ancient rock art.  In a sense it is an unfortunate coincidence that, 
arguably, the most important site for industry in this state happens to coincide with this state’s and Australia’s 
most significant heritage asset.  It is an asset that has not received the recognition it should; indeed, I am not 
aware of its ever being debated to any extent in this chamber, although it certainly has been debated in the upper 
house from time to time.  As a former Minister for Resources Development over an eight-year period, I had 
effective responsibility for the Burrup Peninsula.  I remain to this day proud of what happened in that portfolio 
during that time, but I concede today that although I was aware of the presence of rock art, I did not during that 
period grasp its significance.  I believe I do now.  I do not pretend in any sense to be an expert on rock art, but I 
believe it is something of immense importance to this state.  That is why I raise the matter in this chamber.  I 
stress that I am not some born-again environmentalist or conservationist; I do not pretend to be that.  However, 
there is an issue that this state faces, which is not only of state but also national and world significance, and the 
responsibility for dealing with it lies within this Parliament, nowhere else.  We have not dealt with it well in the 
past.  I sincerely hope that we will deal with it better in the future.  It is an area that needs to be protected, 
preserved and enjoyed by current and future generations.  I know when I say these words, particularly as a 
former Minister for Resources Development, that companies involved in the area may well see this as some sort 
of threat.  It is not a threat; it is an acknowledgment of reality.  Indeed, if we collectively - that is, government, 
industry and other groups - do not work to address this properly, the failure to address it could well be a threat to 
development and those companies in the future. 

Let me say a little bit about the rock art itself.  One of the interesting things about it is how recently we have 
become aware of it and how little we know of it.  The rock art on the Burrup Peninsula and in the inland Pilbara 
area was first noted by explorers in the nineteenth century. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  The member for Mindarie’s conversation at the back of the chamber is competing 
with the speaker on his feet, and I ask him to take his conversation outside or tone it down. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
The rock art’s existence was recorded to some extent in the nineteenth century by early explorers, but it was not 
until the 1960s - relatively recently - that there was any serious recognition of what existed.  The rock art on the 
Burrup Peninsula is significant for a number of reasons; first its age.  It is difficult to exactly date the age of the 
rock art, but the research that has been done places it somewhere in the range of 6 000 to 18 000 years old.  
Some of it may well be in excess of 30 000 years old.  To put it in context, it is twice the age of the pyramids or 
Stonehenge; it is ancient.  It is also probably the site of the first human habitation on the Australian continent.  
The second characteristic of the rock art is its vast number.  It is estimated - it is only an estimate - that there are 
at least 300 000 engravings and carvings on the Burrup Peninsula.  It is by far the world’s largest concentration 
of rock art.  It is an immense number.  No-one has any real idea of exactly how much is there, and that number 
may well prove to be conservative.  Its third importance is for what it depicts.  About half the carvings are quite 
simple schematic representations - drawings and hatchings of various types, schematic patterns and designs.  The 
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other half generally depicts human figures, or animal or marine figures.  They are interesting.  Depicted are 
Tasmanian tigers, kangaroos, emus, turtles and fish.  The human figures are sometimes represented as stick 
figures and sometimes more full-bodied.  Often six-fingered hands are depicted, which is quite common, and 
often exaggerated genitalia.  There are depictions of childbirth.  The carvings have been made essentially by 
percussion - by beating, cracking and chipping away the weathered surface and exposing the underlying granite 
rock.  There are also other mysterious structures on the Burrup Peninsula.  There are stones standing in a vertical 
position.  There are also rock walls that are almost terrace-like structures.  Whether they were used to retain 
water or whether they could have even been some ancient form of agriculture, no-one knows.  There are 
depressed, cockpit-type structures, which again seem to be related to retaining moisture in some way.  The fourth 
reason for the significance of the rock art is the degree of mystery and controversy surrounding it.  Some of the 
figures appear to be islander or Mayan in nature; in other words, Central American.  There are other figures, for 
example the famous climbing man carving, which clearly show a human figure wearing a cape or gown and 
climbing a mast.  It clearly represents sea-going vessels.  I am talking about carvings between 6 000 and 18 000 
years old.  It seems fairly obvious that there have been at different times different cultures and different cultural 
influences in that part of the Burrup Peninsula.  The rock art is perhaps not dissimilar to the Bradshaw paintings 
in the Kimberley and parts of the Northern Territory. 
Therefore, the first point I make in this part of my address is that this is an extraordinarily significant site.  It is 
the most significant heritage and anthropological site in Australia, in my opinion, and I think in the opinion of a 
growing number of people.  It is of world significance.   I will return to that. 
Most importantly for this Parliament, it is our responsibility.  Sometimes the nature of debate in this place is day-
to-day political debate.  This is something that should rise above that.  This is a great responsibility on this 
Parliament and on the people of Western Australia.  However, our history on this is not a proud one.  I do not 
blame anyone for what has happened before but ignorance is no longer an excuse.  I will now retrace some of the 
history.  Various people have done studies of the rock art.  The first studies were conducted by the Western 
Australian Museum in the early 1960s when Hamersley Iron was in the initial stages of its iron ore development.  
A number of people have dedicated many years of their lives to studying and trying to learn more about the rock 
art.  I acknowledge in particular Robert Bednarik; the late Patricia Vinnicombe from the Western Australian 
Museum; and Hon Robin Chapple, a former upper house member of this Parliament.  These people stand out 
because of the enormous amount of time they have spent on this work.  It is interesting that a French 
archaeologist, Michel Larblanchet, who studied the area in the 1970s and 1980s, probably has more data than 
anyone.  We do not have that data.  We have not done enough of that work in Western Australia.  I am not 
critical of the individuals or the work they have done, because all the studies have made a valuable contribution.  
However, I am talking about up to 300 000 carvings covering 100 square kilometres of very harsh, rough terrain.  
The studies have barely scratched the surface.  They began only in the 1960s.  A lot more work needs to be done.   
Another aspect that relates to our neglect in a historic sense is the industrial development on the Burrup.  That 
industrial development has had a profound impact.  The Burrup is a dramatic and exciting area.  It is estimated 
that as a result of the construction of the iron ore, port and natural gas facilities, as much as 20 to 25 per cent of 
the rock art on the Burrup has been destroyed.  A study of one area shows that some 4 700 carvings have been 
destroyed in the process of industrial development.  That is a substantial number.  During the development of the 
North West Shelf project, and in the early 1980s, 2 000 boulders with carvings on them were removed from the 
construction site and stored under the guardianship of the Western Australian Museum.  However, tragically, the 
storage was inappropriate, and those carvings are continuing to suffer damage in storage.  As I have said, I do 
not blame previous governments, nor do I blame the companies involved.  What happened, happened.  What was 
regarded as acceptable in the 1960s and 1970s, and perhaps even into the 1980s, happened.  However, today we 
cannot accept that type of approach for the future.  We have a responsibility to protect this significant asset.   
Unfortunately, in more recent times there is increasing evidence of vandalism and of carvings being defaced.  I 
have seen that.  Today I heard of more examples.  I have no doubt that many of these carvings have been stolen.  
I have walked through that area, and there are a lot of relatively small boulders with carvings on them that people 
could easily pick up.  Therefore, we will continue to face the risk of theft in the future.  That makes it all the 
more important that we take immediate action to protect the rock art.  As I have said, some studies have been 
done.  Those studies are good as far as they go.  There has been a significant loss of the rock art as a result of 
industrial development.  Perhaps that is a price that is worth paying.  I am not making a judgment call on that.  
However, this site is vulnerable.  It is subject to theft and vandalism.  Indeed, the World Monuments Fund, 
which is based in New York, has listed the rock art on the Burrup Peninsula as one of the 100 most endangered 
heritage sites in the world.  That is not something of which we should be proud.  We are not a third-world 
developing nation.  We are prosperous Western Australia.  This state has one of the world’s greatest heritage 
assets, yet it is listed as being one of the top 100 most endangered sites in the world.   



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 9 March 2006] 

 p194b-213a 
Mr Terry Waldron; Dr Judy Edwards; Mr Trevor Sprigg; Mr Tony McRae; Mr Gary Snook; Mr Colin Barnett; 

Deputy Speaker 

 [19] 

The industrial development on this site is not the main topic that I wish to address in my speech.  However, as a 
former resources minister I obviously had a fair amount of involvement in the development of the Burrup.  As I 
have said, the iron ore developments took place in the 1960s, and the natural gas developments followed in the 
1980s.  There have been further expansions, and hopefully there is now an increasing move into gas processing 
projects.  All of this is comparatively recent in our history, let alone in the history of this ancient rock art.  The 
Pilbara 21 study in 1992, about which former member Larry Graham often spoke, was the first official study to 
even acknowledge that the rock art had a heritage value.  That was in 1992; it was not very long ago.  The 
Burrup land use management plan, work on which occurred during the time I was minister and which was 
released in draft form in 1994 and then in final form in 1996, was the first time that there was any public 
consultation about what should happen on the Burrup Peninsula.  Again, it was a little more recognition of the 
values.  It was the first time there was some acknowledgement that there were heritage values involved and that 
assessments would need to be undertaken.  That plan laid out a blueprint for development, which has essentially 
been followed by this government.  It preserved 62 per cent of the Burrup Peninsula for conservation, but it also 
identified a lot of areas for potential future industrial development.   
As the minister at the time, it was my view that the existing sites for the iron ore and gas industries would 
continue and that any future development, particularly for third party gas processing projects, should be 
concentrated in Hearson Cove.  Although the 1996 study showed other sites, the cabinet of the day deleted one 
site for industrial development.  I made it very clear to everyone that I did not see small, isolated sites being 
available for industry.  Development should be at Hearson Cove, where arguably six to eight projects could be 
co-located, and that would be a medium-term option.  As a government, we allocated money for common-user 
infrastructure, which has been added to by the Labor government.  Much of it now either has been built or is 
under construction.  However, Hearson Cove is limited by size.  We will get only half a dozen projects into 
Hearson Cove.  Members might recall a few years ago when the Labor government boasted about all the projects 
on the Burrup.  Only one has been built - the Burrup Fertilisers Pty Ltd plant - and it was allocated land when I 
was the minister.  All the others have come to nothing.  Labor had an unrealistic expectation of what was 
happening.  Too many press releases were put out by the former Premier, without any understanding of the 
reality of development in that area.  However, Hearson Cove will buy us some time.  We can get some projects 
there.   
Beyond that, a large, world-scale industrial site to the south of the Burrup Peninsula at Maitland needs to be 
developed.  Maitland is a large open plain area.  It does not present a problem for heritage as such, but access to 
a port will.  This government has not progressed the studies and work that need to be done on Maitland, and I 
very much hope it does.  Once Hearson Cove is filled, which it will be, hopefully and with a bit of luck, in the 
next few years, there is nowhere to go.  This government needs to continue to work on Maitland and, in 
particular, on how to minimise damage to the rock art in the construction of port access to Maitland.  The 
attitude of the former Premier was to scoff at Maitland.  I think that was a massive mistake for the long-term 
development of the state. 
[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Work needs to be done to give certainty to existing industry and to both a medium and 
long-term horizon for future investment.  That is the responsibility that we, as a Parliament, should be 
addressing.   
Other studies have been done.  The Labor government undertook a study of emissions.  Nitric and sulphur oxide 
emissions from new plants may produce a higher rate of deterioration of the rock art.  It was a fairly inconclusive 
study.  The interim report indicated that there are fewer emissions in that area than there are in the city.  Big deal.  
I am talking about thousands of years.  All the studies that tend to be done from a government point of view are 
done on the basis of what needs to be done to clear the way for economic development.  I did the same as a 
minister.  However, the rock art is of such world significance that it needs to be studied and managed in its own 
right, not as a barrier or threat to industrial development.  There are two jobs to be done: current and future 
industrial development needs to be properly provided for and the rock art needs to be elevated in status and 
treated on its own merit.  It is of that importance.   
I will now move on to another controversial aspect of the rock art, and that is the question of Aboriginal 
ownership.  It is a sensitive issue for Aboriginal communities in the area.  The original habitants of what was 
then Burrup Island and other islands in the archipelago, the Yaburarra people, were, tragically, killed.  In a series 
of massacres called the Flying Foam Massacre, principally around 1868, they were killed off.  A policeman in 
Roebourne had been killed by Aboriginal people and, essentially, parties went out and killed off the remaining 
Aborigines living on those islands.  There were no survivors.  There may be descendants from other tribes in the 
Roebourne and other areas, but the Yaburarra people are extinct; they have gone.   
Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
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[Continued on page 222.] 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
 


